Metabolic tests included 24-h urine collection in order to evaluate calcium, phosphorus and creatinine, followed by a spot urine collection (from 08.00 to 11.00 h) after a 12-h overnight fast in order to determine the calcium and hydroxyproline/creatinine ratio. Halfway through the latter collection, a blood Downloaded from Bioscientifica.com at
Minisola S, Romagnoli E, Scarnecchia L, Rosso (4, 16) .
In conclusion, the results of our study indicate that in basal conditions the assay of serum procollagen may be of clinical value but, owing to the lack of correlations with other biomarkers of bone remodelling, it would be better to use it in combination with them. The results obtained after parathyroidectomy are the opposite of those observed following PTH infusion and should be ascribed to the effect of acute hormone deficiency on collagen synthesis. Finally, the positive biochemical uncoupling following parathyroidectomy might lend support to the rise of bone mineral density reported consistently in the first few months following para¬ thyroidectomy (11, 17) .
